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Editor’s Notes

Dan Ross, editor

Happy New Year and best wishes for a happy and successful 2010!

As Christians, we know that we are saved by grace, not our own works. (Ephesians 2:8-9, NIV, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”)  However, we are also told that God expects good works from those who love and profess Him.  (James 2:14-17, NIV,  “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”) What better time of year, than at the beginning of a new one, could there be to put our faith into action?

I have learned from years past not to make New Year’s resolutions—they simply do not work for me.  However, I have also learned that it is a good idea to think of some goals (some short-term, some long-term) that I can work toward.  So, in 2010, let’s make it a goal to reach-out to someone in order to do something to make a difference.  Everyone has different talents and gifts, so everyone’s “something” will most likely be a little different from someone else’s, but the important thing is to realize that everyone can do something!  You might be surprised—something that seems like a small gesture to you might be a major help to someone who is in need.  Offer to drive a neighbor who doesn’t drive to a doctor’s appointment or to the grocery store; call to arrange a visit with a shut-in or someone you know in a nursing home; provide money for a field trip, class activity, or supplies for a student who needs help.  
The possibilities are endless, so be creative.  Perhaps, even make it a goal to do one good turn for someone each month.  

Will we solve the world’s problems?  Probably not. But, can we make our own corner of the world a little better and can we give hope to someone who needs it?  Absolutely!  At the same time, you will be helping yourself by putting a little “elbow grease” behind your faith.  Now is the time to take action--God will be pleased with our “faith-turned-into-action” goals.

********************

Suggestions & Comments

If you have suggestions or comments regarding our newsletter, please send them to: 

news@mfiesta.info

 or

Dan Ross, Newsletter

P.O. Box 435, Lucasville, OH  45648

********************
Mission Statement

    Mission Fiesta is dedicated to helping organizations that provide services to the poor and needy as well as those who work with them. In keeping with our vision, "Celebrating Life," we hope to help everyone realize that they are special in God's sight.

********************
Contact Info

Mission Fiesta

P.O. Box 435, Lucasville, OH 45648
Our Website:
www.mfiesta.org
MF Prayer Ministry

intercessors@mfiesta.info
********************

                                     Gary Baker                        Janet Hall                  

                                       Director                      Prayer Ministry         

                             director@mfiesta.info         janet@mfiesta.info   

                                   Hazel Watson                       Dan Ross

                                Historian, Fiestas             Newsletter, Fiestas

                             history@mfiesta.info          news@mfiesta.info
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                  Fiestas                   Prayer Ministry            Siestas
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********************

Prayer--the original wireless connection.”
Church sign in Florence, KY

********************

From Our Director
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Beginning Again

Submitted by Gary Baker, Mission Fiesta Director

As 2009 has ended and 2010 has begun, many people have made New Year’s resolutions.  This year I have decided to try Beginning Again.  I have looked back on 2009 and have taken inventory of what happened concerning me, the good and the not so good. 

There are many good things to remember.  Many times, God blessed me and His favor rested upon me.  Also there were times that I was able to help others in their time of need both financially and/or with my time.  Of course there were times when others gave of themselves to help me.  These are the things that I hope will be repeated for 2010 and even more so than 2009.  Wouldn’t that be great?

My inventory also includes some not so good memories.  Prayers that appear yet to have an answer.  Memories of my short comings that have not only affected me but also have had an affect on others. There are things that I have left undone.  The short comings of others that have affected me in a negative manner.  These I do not want to see repeated in 2010.    

I am asking God to help me wipe the slate clean and seek a Beginning Again in 2010.  I do not want to carry any negative baggage with me into 2010.  The good things of 2009, those would be nice to carry with me.  However; they are now just memories and I need to have new good things happen for me and by me in 2010. I am trusting in and relying on the words in Psalm 51:10-13 to help me accomplish this Beginning Again.

 PSALM 51:10 – 13  (NASB)  

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

 Do not cast me away from Thy presence, And do not take Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, And sustain me with a willing spirit.

 Then I will teach transgressors Thy ways, And sinners will be converted to Thee.

May God bless each of us with a Beginning Again in 2010.
********************

Mission Fiesta Prayer Ministry News

Submitted by:  Janet Hall, Mission Fiesta Prayer Ministry Leader
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MFPM -- A Call to His Presence
Let us remember that our bountiful God is with today in this place. 

The God who gives us all things is present.                                                 

Generous God, here present, listen as we pray.                                                   

God, You created my innermost being and knit me together in my mother's womb.  For all these mysteries--for the Wonder of myself, for the Wonder of your works,   

I thank you. 

We do thank You, God, for the wonder of ourselves because we are unique, marvelous, talented creations of Your hands.  May we appreciate and value all the Wonders of our lives and the wonders of people and nature.  Psalm 118 begins with ALLELUIA! 

I give thanks to You, Yahweh, for You are good and Your love is Everlasting!       We at MFPM thank you for your faithfulness.  Claudia, Judy, and I are happy to welcome Dan Ross as a member of our team.  Dan is working with us as part time help.  What a blessing he is!

Our Ministry continues to grow, so we keep very busy.  We appreciate your help in helping things to run smooth.  We ask that only requests or responses to requests be sent to the “intercessors” email to help us be more efficient in our work. Personal email and forwards can be sent to our personal email accounts.  Thank you!

                                                                           We love and appreciate you,                                          

                                                                           Janet and Team      

Final Call for Volunteers
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Mission Fiesta is giving a last appeal for volunteers for the 2010 trip.  Have you ever thought about going on a mission trip?  Would you like to experience something you’ve never experienced before?  Do you enjoy traveling and working with children?  If so, this trip is for YOU!   

The tentative dates for the 2010 trip are June 3-23.  We know this is a big span of time, but we actually suggest that volunteers plan to serve for part of that time--usually a week or ten days.  For more

information on being a volunteer, please check our website: 
www.mfiesta.org
(under “Getting Involved” tab)

Also included on this site are the application and health forms that are required of all applicants.

If you have any questions not answered on the website, please feel free to contact our director, Gary, at director@mfiesta.info.

We usually order our tickets early, so be praying to see if God would have you go to Guatemala with us in June.  It will impact your life!
********************

Exploring New Avenues of Sharing God’s Love

Mission Fiesta 2003
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Submitted by Hazel Watson, Mission Fiesta Historian

The team for our mission trip this year included Gary Baker, Dan Ross, Janet Hall, Hazel Watson, Karen Baker, Otto Morales, Jeff Lybarger, Melanie Shuter, Barb Canary, Kevin and Kelly Hall, and the Hall children--Carrie, Katy, Robbie and Christian. We began our trip this year on June 11. There were several glitches in the flight plans so that the planned arrivals and travel were changed but we were blessed to arrive safely. The Hall family came on June 12. This year we were able to rent the apartment again and the base team stayed there with team leaders and volunteers housed at Hotel El Carmen. Otto Morales was gracious enough to continue teaching Spanish to some and tutoring others. 

Following Karen’s example of making a pinata for her party at Kids Alive Girls in 2002, Dan made a pinata for Rehoboth Boys Home with some help from team members and Hazel, Melanie and Barb made a dinosaur pinata for Songs of Joy. It was great fun trying to figure out how to design the pinatas. Using the pinatas gives the children the opportunity to take turns, get a reward and share the results. The night before Hazel’s team left for Songs of Joy, the dinosaur fell from where we had it hung to dry. Much of the effect was damaged but the basic structure was not. In the van on the 3 hour trip to Chiquimula, Hazel and Melanie worked on the repairs. Jeff again did clowning and did a message that only God could fix problems of the heart. This year he had a costume that was not as heavy. What a relief!! He did not have to melt. 

Jeff is very creative in his use of clowning. When we visited Nuestros Pequenos Hermanos NPH (Our Little Brothers), on June 21, Jeff had taught the team a mime skit about the necessity to share the love of God with others or the person who has received God’s gift of love will lose it. They did a beautiful job. Since it required no words it was able to be understood by all. Carrie has a beautiful voice and she sang and the youth all loved it. She also sang at Castillo and some of the other fiestas. The children loved seeing a youth show her talent. God was blessing NPH to build a new facility for their home and we were able to go to visit. This will be especially nice for the boys who live in very crowded conditions.

Jeff again used his creativity in conveying God’s message when we did our fiesta for the older kids at Casa Aleluya. He taught some of the team to do another mime skit about God coming to visit him. Jeff was to receive the visit. He rejected the people who came to him with needs until he realized that God was manifest in those people and he went to find them and help them. 

Our experience this year demonstrates what is needed with the team and volunteers. We need to use each person’s individual talents and coordinate our work for the good of all the children that we serve. We have to be able to deal with adversity without being overwhelmed. We must be able to share love and be able to laugh and cry. Praise God that He has chosen to use the talents that He has given us for this particular ministry to the children and missionaries in Guatemala. 
********************

Facts About Guatemala
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“Street Children of Guatemala”

Many children in Guatemala have been orphaned by civil war and violence, abandoned by parents too poor to cope or are runaways from physical or sexual abuse within the family unit. Once on the streets, children soon fall prey to violence, exploitation and disease.  Rejected by society, these children are regarded as 'disposable' and often become victims of harassment and violent abuse.  Some are shot.  Many of these abandoned children seek to numb the pain and loneliness of life on the streets by turning to solvent abuse.  In order to survive they are often faced with the choices of starvation, joining a violent gang, stealing or prostitution.

There are certain groups in society, including security forces, which feel that by torturing, kidnapping and murdering some of these street children, they'll teach the others a lesson to leave the streets.  Police abuse in Guatemala is one of the big problems that street children face, but this problem seems to be diminishing over time.  Much of this police abuse is not done by the actual Guatemalan police, but by private police officers in Guatemala who no longer work for the government, but work privately for businesses.

Will you join us in praying for these street children?  They have a dim future ahead of them for the most part.  Pray that they will hear about the love of Jesus and that they will have the opportunity to accept Christ and be given the gift of hope in their lives.  They are God’s children, too!

********************
Winter Family Fun Page
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Memory Verse:  "As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease."    

Genesis 8:22 (NIV)
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Children will love making these winter treats!  

Use any candies or decorative foods you have on hand.  This would be a good activity for a snowy day inside!

Marshmallow Snowmen

1 bag large marshmallows

1 container chow mein noodles

1 package orange tic-tacs

2 ounces melted chocolate

Assorted small candies
Directions:

1. “Glue” two marshmallows together with melted chocolate.  Place a small “blob” of chocolate on one marshmallow, then place another on top.  Repeat with the third marshmallow.  You should end up with three stacked marshmallows.
2. Give the snowman arms by placing chow mein noodles in the sides of the middle marshmallow.  (You could also use small pretzel sticks for this.)

3. Finish decorating the face and body with whatever candies or decorations you have.  Let your imagination run wild!  Tic-Tacs are “noses”.

4. Enjoy eating this “snowman”.
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